Bacterial colonisation of the cornea is described in two cases, one bilateral. Discreet, white, branching opacities are produced without associated inflammation. It is suggested that due to its aetiology "arborescent bacterial keratopathy" is a better name for this condition than "infec tious crystalline keratopathy". loss. Gradual corneal decompensation followed, and bilateral penetrating keratoplasties were per formed 12 years after her cataract surgery. Both eyes were treated with topical betamethasone sodium phosphate 0.5% three times a day (also atropine 1 % and phenylephrine 10%) continu ously, apart from a one month period, from the time of surgery until the patient was referred to our hospital for assessment 6 months later.
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The visual acuity was hand movements only in either eye. Both grafts were decompensated, with continuous monofilament nylon sutures in place.
In the left graft there was an area of white, branch ing opacities within the corneal stroma, but with no associated infiltrate (Fig 1) . A few keratic pre cipitates could be seen. The lefi eye of patient 1 showing typical arborescent stromal lesion. Although changes in nomenclature' can lead to confusion, we believe that "infectious crystalline keratopathy" is not a good name for this condition, as it is not infectious and there are no crystals present. We suggest that "arborescent bacterial keratopathy" would be more appropriate as it accurately describes the appearance and the cause, and is unlikely to be confused with any other keratopathy.
